First Assignment
Discussion: Memory Research and Eyewitness Testimony

The Innocence Project is one such organization seeking to fulfill this mission. Visit their website at https://www.innocenceproject.org/about/ (Links to an external site.). Take some time and read their list of successful cases where they assisted in freeing wrongfully convicted individuals from prison. Find one that may have relied on faulty eyewitness testimony to secure the wrongful conviction. You can also venture outside of the Innocence Project and find a different example of an individual freed from prison after discovering that their original conviction was based on faulty eyewitness testimony.
 
Share the following information with the class by replying to this discussion:
 
1) Name of person wrongfully convicted
2) Crime wrongfully convicted of
3) Amount of time spent in prison before being released
4) Provide a brief overview of how the original conviction relied on faulty eyewitness testimony
5) Do you think the results of decades of research on memory, and more recent applications to eyewitness testimony, could have prevented this wrongful conviction? How?
6) If you are called to serve as a juror in a legal trial where the prosecuting attorney’s case is dependent upon eyewitness testimony, how will you use what you have read in Module 3 to help you evaluate the accuracy and reliability of the eyewitness’s testimony?  
 
Take some time to read your classmates’ replies to learn more about others who have been wrongfully imprisoned based on erroneous eyewitness testimony. Comment on at least two others’ posts.
 
Please note the following guidelines when you post to a classmate's contribution:
1. Be respectful of your peers. Everyone is allowed to share their opinions. Let’s celebrate our original ideas and be encouraging to each other.
2. Think carefully and review your work before submitting to make sure you have used appropriate tone and answered everything.
3. Do not use ALL CAPS when writing. It is perceived that you are SHOUTING.
4. A good format to remember when responding to your classmates in the online discussion is the ABC
· Acknowledge what your peer has stated.
· Back up your own ideas with examples from your life or the texts/lectures.
· Contribute an additional question or idea to the response.
5. Use formal language and complete words. Do not use texting language in your responses.
6. Use the correct spelling.
7. Write in complete sentences.

